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Cover Design, Circle of Snake by Stephen Kinsella

Some of these poems have previously been published in 
Jacket, Pig Cupid, Tinfish. 
Thanks to the Judith E Wilson Fund, Faculty of English, 
University of Cambridge, for a Junior Visiting Fellowship 
during which parts of this work were written. 
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Playing with a small reticule, cat’s cradle. 
To carry without concealment, no pig in 
this poke. Even at recreation, when 
mouth’s allowed, mind’s tied to the 
hands. A tisket a tasket or the devil makes 
work. Passed round, as for collection. If 
his lips are silent, he chatters with his 
fingertips. We have an earful. He’s got the 
whole world in his hands, open to him. 
Gift-wrapped, like Ada’s finger, so he can 
undo her. Breach of flesh, bone, medical 
discretion. I swear you are mistaken. Mind 
your language labile. There are six sides to this story. 
Shut up & in here. No more network, a fine line 
only. Strikeout.


